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For hundreds of years, the biblical story of the Curse of Ham was marshalled as a justification of serfdom,
slavery and human bondage. According to the myth, having seen his father Noah naked, Ham's is cursed to
have his descendants be forever slaves. In this new book the Curse of Ham is explored in its Reformation
context, revealing how it became the cornerstone of the Christian defence of slavery and the slave trade for
the next four hundred years. It shows how broader medieval interpretations of the story became marginalized
in the early modern period as writers such as Annius of Viterbo and George Best began to weave the legend
of Ham into their own books, expanding and adding to the legend in ways that established a firm connection
between Ham, Africa, slavery and race. For although in the original biblical text Ham himself is not cursed
and race is never mentioned, these writers helped develop the story of Ham into an ideological and
theological defence for African slavery, at the precise time that the Transatlantic Slave Trade began to
establish itself as a major part of the European economy during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Skilfully weaving together elements of theology, literature and history, this book provides a fascinating
insight into the ways that issues of religion, economics and race could collide in the Reformation world. It
will prove essential reading, not only for those with an interest in early modern history, but for anyone
wishing to try to comprehend the origins of arguments used to justify slavery and segregation right up to the
1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Lovern:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Curse
of Ham in the Early Modern Era: The Bible and the Justifications for Slavery (St Andrews Studies in
Reformation History). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Margaretta Lee:

Precisely why? Because this The Curse of Ham in the Early Modern Era: The Bible and the Justifications for
Slavery (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Maria Hughes:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Curse of Ham in the Early Modern Era: The Bible and the Justifications for Slavery (St
Andrews Studies in Reformation History) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The
Curse of Ham in the Early Modern Era: The Bible and the Justifications for Slavery (St Andrews Studies in
Reformation History) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Marc Dean:

The Curse of Ham in the Early Modern Era: The Bible and the Justifications for Slavery (St Andrews Studies
in Reformation History) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will



put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Curse of Ham in the Early Modern Era: The
Bible and the Justifications for Slavery (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History) although doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among
it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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