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Most often viewed as a prelude to Robert E. Lee's Civil War victories of 1862, Joseph E. Johnston's
campaign in Virginia early that year has been considered uninspired at best, catastrophic at worst. Steven
Newton now offers a revisionist account of Johnston's operations between the York and James Rivers to
show how his performance in the "Peninsular War" contributed to a crucial strategic victory for the
Confederacy.

Newton acknowledges the limitations usually attributed to Johnston by other historians but suggests that
assessments of the general's performance in Virginia have been colored by later controversies. He argues that
contemporary sources portray Johnston as conducting his operations competently and within the strategic
framework laid down in Richmond, even when he personally disagreed with those decisions. By holding his
outnumbered army together and delaying the advance of Union forces, the general bought critical time for
the Confederacy to recruit, organize, and arm the expanded army that would drive the Federals away from
Richmond soon after Johnston himself was wounded at Seven Pines.

Focusing on the period between mid-February and late May 1862, Newton examines in detail the high-level
conferences in Richmond to set strategy and the relationship of the Peninsula campaign to operations in the
Shenandoah Valley and the western Confederacy. What emerges is a portrait of a general who was much
more complex in thought and action than even his advocates have argued. By examining what Johnston
actually accomplished rather than speculating on what he might have done, Newton shows that his overall
conduct of the campaign holds up well under scrutiny.

Marked by painstaking research and analysis, Newton's reconsideration of Johnston is a key account of
Confederate operations in the pivotal eastern Virginia theater in 1862. It provides an important new look at
an episode in the war that until now has received little attention and helps rescue an unduly maligned leader
from the shadow of Lee.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Gross:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Joseph E. Johnston and the
Defense of Richmond (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Melanie Pemberton:

This Joseph E. Johnston and the Defense of Richmond (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Joseph E. Johnston and the Defense of Richmond (Modern
War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can be the light food for you because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Barbara Palmer:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is Joseph E. Johnston and the Defense of Richmond (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Joseph Lafond:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Joseph E. Johnston and the Defense of Richmond (Modern War



Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) when you desired it?
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