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Why are some countries without an apparent abundance of natural resources, such as Japan, economic
success stories, while other languish in the doldrums of slow growth. In this comprehensive look at North
American economic history, Marc Egnal argues that culture and institutions play an integral role in
determining economic outcome. He focuses his examination on the eight colonies of the North, five colonies
of the South (which together made up the original thirteen states), and French Canada. Using census data,
diaries, travelers' accounts, and current scholarship, Egnal systematically explores how institutions (such as
slavery in the South and the seigneurial system in French Canada) and cultural arenas (such as religion,
literacy, entrepreneurial spirit, and intellectual activity) influenced development. He seeks to answer why
three societies with similar standards of living in 1750 became so dissimilar in development. By the mid-
nineteenth century, the northern states had surged ahead in growth, and this gap continued to widen into the
twentieth century. Egnal argues that culture and institutions allowed this growth in the North, not resources
or government policies. Both the South and French Canada stressed hierarchy and social order more than the
drive for wealth. Rarely have such parallels been drawn between these two societies. Complete numerous
helpful appendices, figures, tables, and maps, Divergent Paths is a rich source of unique perspectives on
economic development with strong implications for emerging societies.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Divergent Paths: How Culture and
Institutions Have Shaped North American Growth was making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Divergent
Paths: How Culture and Institutions Have Shaped North American Growth is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time
to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Divergent Paths: How Culture and Institutions
Have Shaped North American Growth. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Mary Fleming:

The book untitled Divergent Paths: How Culture and Institutions Have Shaped North American Growth
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Denise Niemi:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Divergent Paths: How Culture and Institutions
Have Shaped North American Growth can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book
you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Divergent Paths:
How Culture and Institutions Have Shaped North American Growth.

Annie Resnick:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this Divergent Paths: How Culture and Institutions Have Shaped North American Growth
can make you feel more interested to read.
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