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Contemporary Christians usually suppose that Christianity is quite congenial to the democratic ideals that are
the basis of free, open Western societies. Among these ideals is freedom of religion, which encourages a
broad tolerance for different belief systems. Nonetheless, a careful examination of core Christian beliefs and
the history of Christianity reveal little tolerance for thinking or acting outside the orthodox Christian
tradition.

In this enlightening analysis of key New Testament texts, historian of early Christianity Gerd Lüdemann
discusses the inherently intolerant attitude that has characterized monotheistic belief systems generally and
Christianity in particular. As Lüdemann points out, Christianity evolved within the context of the pluralistic
Roman Empire, which generally allowed separate belief systems as long as political allegiance to the Roman
state was never questioned. Ironically, Christians inherited their essential intolerance from Judaism, whose
first commandment is the expression of a jealous God: "I am the Lord your God.... Thou shalt have no other
gods before me." After Christianity became the state religion of Rome, tolerance disappeared and did not
reappear on the world stage until the European Enlightenment of the 18th century.

Besides the discussion of these issues, Lüdemann presents a textual analysis in five chapters of some of the
letters in the New Testament. In each case he translates the letter, presents textual commentary, and
demonstrates how the text reflects Christian intolerance of heretics and nonbelievers.

In conclusion, Lüdemann suggests that attempts to harmonize Christianity with the democratic ideal of
tolerance cannot really work because there is a logical contradiction.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New
Testament has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts
from the New Testament is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship together with the book Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New Testament.
You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Brenda Robert:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Intolerance
And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New Testament is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Ricardo Kiernan:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected
Texts from the New Testament which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Steven Murray:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the
New Testament as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Intolerance And the Gospel: Selected Texts from the New Testament to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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